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weddings are so unpopular that even in the rush
season there are only five or ten marriages in the
course of a month. Usually there are only two
or three a month.
Evidently the head of the sect who made up
the service wanted couples to be sure to feel that
they were married. Accordingly, not only do the
couples exchange small bead circlets like a rosaty
but they also drink sake as in the Shinto service.
The bridegroom gives the bride a string of red
coral beads tied with a red ribbon and she gives
Hm one of crystal tied with a white ribbon. The
service resembles a Christian wedding in that the
bride and groom stand before the altar facing
the priest during part of the service.
The order, explained one of the temple priests,
is as follows: the party enter and take their places
and listens to music while the priest enters. The
priest then announces to Buddha the names of
those to be married. After this the couple advan-
ces and stands before the priest while the nakodo
and his wife stand behind them. The priest asks
certain questions of the 'groom who answers, and
then the gifts are exchanged and the bride and
groom take turns burning f Jncense. After that
they return to their places and are served wine in
the Shinto manner. Then the priest makes his